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In the wake of Enron, Arthur Andersen and Worldcom, and with the rather quick introduction of Sarbanes Oxley standards, ethics has definitely become a major issue in the world of business today.  To this point, ACP International recognizes that ethics is of paramount importance for career services professionals.

As in any profession, unscrupulous individuals can misrepresent themselves and their capabilities to potential clients.  When an individual or organization pays for services of a career professional, that professional should be clear up front in defining the value of the service, and set credible goals for the outcomes that meet real needs of the client.

Ethical principles are not rules; they are guidelines which shape our respective practices.  Acting ethically means making decisions based on the principles of responsiveness, honesty, expertise, service and confidentiality.

To say the least, ACP International is very serious about its members adhering to a strict code of “Standards for Ethical Practice,” (can be found on ACP International website), and extends to work done under organizationally or individually based sponsorship. Our Association has gone to great lengths as a service to, and protection for, its membership by formulating an International Ethics Council to educate, investigate and, if necessary to sanction, proven improprieties in unethical behavior.  The importance of stressing these standards is not merely to “police” unethical practices, but has also served as a positive factor in marketing our professional services.  I can personally sight several instances where proposals have been won because of the emphasis that our Association puts on the importance of ethical practice for its membership.

All members are encouraged to report infractions to ACP International Executive Director, Annette Summers, or to the International Ethics Council c/o Jim Kacena, jfkacena@wideopenwest.com.

Watch for continuing articles in the Ethics Corner of your ACP International Newsletter.  

